the Board of Trustees has

As we celebrate our first 5 years of
been reflecting on the beginning
days of Grace Initiatives.
Inside are excerpts from ourjournal
entries from 2002 and 2004.
Notice the parallel journey made by
Pat Semeraro and Rhonda Tomko
to the founding of
Grace Initiatives in March 2004...

ministry,
May he give you the desire of your heart

and make all your plans succeed.
Psalm 20:4

Will you consider a special 5th Year Anniversary
support Grace Initiatives’ ministry
to pregnant young women?

Gift to

] My special giftis $1,000 [J1$500 [1$250 [1$100 [Jother [$

]! would like to make a NEW monthly pledge for 2009 of:
[]1$100 per month ($1,200 /yr total)
[]$ 75 per month ($900 / yr total)
[1$ 50 per month ($600 / yr total)
[1$ 25 per month ($300/yr total)

7 Other $
Charge my contribution/monthly donation to my credit card.
L1 # Exp. Date
11 have other thoughts to share. Please contact me.
Name
Street
City, St., Zip
Home Phone Cell
Email
Grace Initiatives
\,\1/\“,\ 308 S. Main St., Ste 2, Forked River NJ 08731
WA 1-60-242-0131 ~ www.graceinitiatives.org
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From the Jodmal o‘? Pd‘ Semeraro ; Fes.denf-

February /¢, 20@2
“The Greeshouse' - In the eenkouse fodng

plants are nurtured into strong ,olawfs that will blossom
and bear Srut. Instead of res,oonolmg to ﬂ\enr plea Sor help
with "be u)arm, be fed, be on your wm/ I Want to be
able to say "Come and be fed, be cf)arm and stay and
grow and when you are strong, go and b‘e Sraitful.” Give
the young, pregnant woman who wants to ‘kelp herself' the
encouragement,, resodrces and opportunity to do So n a

= —

loVMg home environment.

Jodrnal Entry Febraary 6, 2004 Sinee leam'ng 7£\e Open
Door on December 3/, 20043, T have been asking the Lord
to show me...what next. Sfau*h’ng a maternity koasingh
minstry has been on my heart for a least 2 years (?’o the
date > But, oufsm(e of' sf'awdmg on the corner with a &5/1
i my hand Sauing A interested persons warnting to :
saerfice to prodde a home for uned mothers - apply
here”, all I can do is ask God to show me & #s is
really #s will ~ and make me a magnet for the
So.. this week a woman called a/ld said
7The Open Door and a friend of hers said she

cause.

should call me because Ive been
f‘alkfﬂg about this tvo. Rhonda ¢ Rete
Tomko wWant to parent in a maftmify
home. 7heyve been foster parents for
g years...
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From the Journal of Rhonda Tomko, Executive Director

WU)/0% Pete ¢1had a discussion atter chuch about starting

a group home. +or /)regﬂdnf (gir/s

1/]14/04 Spake w/ @ woman at e Open Door; she said a matemity home
ls d@sp@rﬂf@/y needed; theye been PW"”? #or @ home; T told her 7
don't thuk Im ready to be an ‘answer 4o someone s prayger " Pete 7
think this is a long way of#; The Open Door's former director lett in

o December and (ts her desire to start a maternity home; a woman named

Fat,

2/3/0%4 Visited Open Door Fregrancy Center - asked warkers/volunteers
i they see a need For housirg; VS there s rothing local tor the gurls;
bots of girls choose. not o go away b theyd be too tar: Fat Semeraro is

the tomer director and wants o start a maternty home

2/4/04 A Hiend said she knaus Hhat Pat Semeraro is looking o do the
same thing 1am; 1sense God's prompting o call her and seek advice: 7
have rno idea how to run a ron /Dm-/[f - maybe she's got ideas or would A@/)

together w/ our Aaséands next week

2//8/0% Met w/ Pat ¢ lorny Semeraro tonight - AMAZING! aur visions are
identical it was S0 encawaging to speak and pray with another cwp/e

that desires the same fé//)e/sfé//e of ministry; Fete envsions a

 greenhuse at a matermity hme, giving the girls skills and a purpose;

teaching them to nurture and grow and P/dﬂ% themseles in a new lite -
We all agreed on a rame - 'Grace hitiatives k. &
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